2006 COUNCIL ELECTIONS - COUNCIL WEBSITE PROFORMA

This resource contains suggested items/links to be included on a website page/s dedicated to Council Elections. 

Layout Tips for your Elections Pages

To reduce the length of the page, it is suggested that you have 4 webpages for Council Elections:

· General Information

· Enrolling to Vote

· Nominating to Stand for Council

· Voting in Council Elections

Link each of the 4 pages together so that from any one webpage people can navigate to any of the other 3 pages.

Remember who your audience is – keep language as simple as possible. Some of the technical information about Voters Roll eligibility and nominating is quite complicated. So don’t over-simplify instead encourage people who aren’t sure to phone for clarification.

CONTENT FOR PAGES

General Information (SECTION 1)

(to be included as a potential introduction to the webpage)

Councils are part of the democratic framework of Australia. The community elects their Council Members every four years.

The next Council Elections will be held in November 2006.



KEY DATES – 2006 Council Elections
FRIDAY 11 AUGUST 2006 - Voters Roll Closes

TUESDAY 5 SEPTEMBER 2006  - Nominations to stand as a candidate OPEN

TUESDAY 19 SEPTEMBER 2006 (12noon) - Nominations CLOSE

MONDAY 23 - FRIDAY 27 OCTOBER 2006 - Ballot Packs sent to enrolled voters

FRIDAY 10 NOVEMBER 2006 (5.00pm) - Voting closes (completed ballot forms must be lodged and received by Electoral Officers)


The rules for elections are set out in the Local Government (Elections) Act 1999 - an act of the South Australian Parliament - to view the Act, click here. (www.parliament.sa.gov.au) 

THEN SEPARATE THE INFORMATION INTO 3 HEADINGS (or as suggested above, 3 pages)

· Enrolling to Vote

· Nominate to Stand as a Council Member

· Voting in Council Elections

Enrolling to Vote (SECTION 2)

Almost everyone over 18 living, owning or leasing property in a Council area can be eligible to vote..

· You must be enrolled on the Council voters roll to be able to vote. You are eligible to vote if you are:

· 18 years of age or over at the time of voting; and

· a resident in the Council area. You do not have to own a house or property to enrol to vote - tenants have those rights too.

· Owners of property who are not residents, including body corporates or groups, also have entitlements to enrol to vote. 
How do I get on the Council Voters Roll?
You will automatically appear on the Council voters roll, and receive a postal ballot pack if you are:

· already on the State electoral roll (House of Assembly Roll), which means you vote in State Government elections; 
However if you have changed address recently and have not changed your enrolment details you will need to do this now!

If you need to enrol or change your address you must do so by 11 AUGUST 2006 to be eligible to vote in November.  Fill out an enrolment or change of address form at any Post Office or Electoral Office or visit www.aec.gov.au to download a form.

· a sole owner of property in the Council area, either as an individual or as a body corporate; 
· a Group of persons (individuals, or bodies corporate, or a combination of the two) may also be eligible subject to specified requirements. – Call COUNCIL ON (INSERT PH NUMBER) FOR MORE INFORMATION

For occupiers of property either residential or business, may need to complete an enrolment form available from the Council.

If you are unsure whether you are on the Council voters roll, Contact [name/Council Rates Section] at [Council name], telephone [number].
INCLUDE A PHONE NUMBER OR EMAIL CONTACT FOR ELECTORAL OFFICER CONTACT AT COUNCIL

Things you may want to include

· Council enrolment form

· Voters Roll flyer – LGA Resource

· Download of “Why Vote?” – LGA resource

Nominate to stand as a Council Member (SECTION 3) 

Nominating to become a member of Council is an important decision. In doing so candidates put their name and credibility on the line with local voters in a Council election.

Performing in this role will most likely involve working long hours and on occasions, being required to deal with pressures generated by the community in regard to issues of concern to them.

However, there is also the personal satisfaction that you will gain from playing an important part in developing a better community for the future.

Being a Council Member can be demanding and requires dealing with complicated matters.. Although you can be sure that other Council Members and the staff will help, new Council Members need to be prepared to learn a lot, very fast. Nevertheless, it is a rewarding role and well worth considering.

To assist prospective candidates to consider what is needed to prepare for becoming a Council Member the Local Government Association has prepared a document titled "So you want to be on Council". (link to LGA Website – www.lga.sa.gov.au/goto/elections 

Who Can Nominate for a Position on Council
A person must be on the Council voters roll to be eligible to stand as a candidate in Local Government elections. Anyone can stand for election as a Council Member, either Mayor or Councillor, if they are:

a) an Australian citizen; or have been a member of a Council at any time between 5 May 1997 and 1 January 2000; and are

b) an elector for the area; or
a nominee who is an officer of a body corporate which has its name on the voters roll for the area; or
a nominee of a group which has its name on the voters roll for the area (either a member of the group or an officer of a body corporate that is a member of the group).

People are ineligible if they:

· are a State or Commonwealth Parliamentarian; 

· are an undischarged bankrupt; 

· are disqualified from holding office by a court order; 

· are an employee of the Council for which they are considering nominating; 

· are a candidate for office as a Council Member in another Council area;   

· have been sentenced to imprisonment and is, or could become, liable to serve the sentence or the remainder of the sentence. 

If you have any doubts as to whether you are eligible you should contact the Returning Officer for the Council election.  (include phone number etc)

Other information that could be included

· Ward and Council maps

· How they can get a copy of the Council voters roll and if there is any charge
· Download of “Being a Councillor – what’s involved” – LGA resource – consider modifying to reflect local information 

· Links to LGA website with more information – ie download Council Members guide – www.lga.sa.gov.au/goto/elections

· Links SEO website with technical information  - how the elections are run, technical information about the nomination process – including candidate profile tips, campaign donations and other election material requirements eg authorising all materials and other illegal practices

· How and when they can get a nominations kit (eg phone XXXXX or come into Council Office)

· Details of any information sessions that Council/SEO is conducting in area

· Information about a “meet the candidates” session that your Council might be holding

· Links to Council’s agendas – so they can start understanding their role

· Link to governance information – eg code of conduct, meeting procedures, register of interest etc
· Dates of upcoming Council meetings that they are welcome to attend and observe
Voting in Council Elections (SECTION 4)

By voting, you can help to influence what sort of place your community will be. It is about your future so vote for the representative(s) you want. Talk to other people you know and encourage them to vote too
Voting in Local Government Council elections is about voting for who decides about some key things that happen in your local community. The people who get elected to the Council will help to decide what happens locally – for now and into the future. Each candidate standing for election to the Council is likely to have different views about what should happen in your local community, find out what they are to help you work out who you want to vote for.  

A profile of each candidate will be posted to you with your postal voting papers. You can also contact the candidates and talk to them about what they want for the area and why they want to be elected. You may decide that some candidates will be better at representing you than others. 

When and How to Vote in a Council Election?
Voting in Council Elections is all conducted by Postal Ballot

A kit of information which contains ballot papers and how to vote instructions is distributed by post to all registered voters.

These ballot papers must then be completed and returned to the Returning Officer by a specified date.

Who Can Vote
To be eligible to vote in the Council elections you must be registered on the Councils voters roll by 11 August 2006.

Residents (including tenants) over the age of 18 who are on the State electoral roll and property owners or occupiers who pay Council rates may be automatically enrolled on the Council's voters roll. (see Enrolling to vote page on website for more information – link back to this Section 2 page)

How the Elections Work 

All Local Government elections are conducted using the counting system known as proportional representation. In summary, a candidate is elected when a quota or predetermined proportion of the total number of formal ballot papers cast is obtained.

To experience visually how this and other voting systems work visit the State Electoral Office's excellent website at http://www.seo.sa.gov.au  and go to the section marked "How Your Vote Counts" (This is well worth a visit!)

Other Information you may want to include on this page

· Ward and Council maps clearly showing where the boundaries are
· A list of all candidates running for each position – with their SEO approved candidate profile and photo

· Download of “Why Vote?” – LGA resource

· Links to Council services pages/statements 

· Information about a “meet the candidates” session that your Council might be holding

