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Wellington Square will be active this morning
Fancy trying a game of petanque with the Feral Aussie Boulists? How about playing a giant game of chess with On the Go Events? Watching a drumming display with Grasshopper? Kicking out with martial arts? Learning about healthy eating or meeting the Cat in the Hat? – Then Wellington Square in North Adelaide is the place to be this morning.

To celebrate the official launch of this year’s Parks Alive 2008! information kits and program, Wellington Square will be filled with demonstrations of things to come over the Parks Alive weekend in October.
Putting parks on the map and people back in the parks is the logic behind the second annual Parks Alive community program, Local Government Association President, Mayor Joy Baluch said today in launching community and Council information guides for this year’s outdoor celebration.

 “South Australian Councils are caretakers for millions of dollars worth of community assets including hundreds of parks, reserves and open spaces that we maintain for our communities,” Mayor Baluch said.
“Many of us can look back to a time when parks and gardens were the centre of our communities, before colour television, video games, ipods and other activities which have changed the way that we interact within our communities.

“Parks used to be home to ‘bandstand’ concerts – free musical entertainment which encouraged people to visit their parks and reserves. We have such busy lives now that an afternoon of music or relaxation in the park is not factored into our schedules, but it should be and in October it will be.”
Mayor Baluch said Councils spend more than $130 million each year on sport and recreation, which includes maintaining parks, reserves and ovals.
“Parks Alive 2008 is designed to encourage South Australians into the hundreds of neighbourhood parks and reserves which are dotted throughout our communities. 

“We have to remember that parks can be used for more than just walking the dog or kicking a footie, they can also be home to a whole range of exciting arts, culture, social learning, health, recreation and the simple enjoyment of being outside.”

Under the Parks Alive concept, Councils are encouraged to assist community groups and organisations to arrange a community event in a local park.

Parks Alive 2008! is a program of the Creative Communities Network (CCN) SA, the South Australian Local and State Government Cultural Forum and is sponsored by the State Government through the ‘be active’ program and the ‘Healthy Parks, Healthy People” program, the Local Government Association, the Local Government Research and Development Scheme and Community Arts Network SA. Parks Alive 2008 is being held throughout South Australia over the weekend of 25 and 26 October 2008.
Mayor Baluch will launch the community and Council Parks Alive 2008! guides and program this morning. :

Time and Date: 9am – 28 August 2008
Place: Wellington Square, North Adelaide
Attending: Community and Government groups including ‘be active”, “Pack a Picnic”, World Taekwondo, Feral Aussie Boulists, On the Go Events, Grasshopper, Mad Hatters, Go 2 and 5, the Community Arts Network SA and others.
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