PROTOCOL TIPS  

“WELCOME TO COUNTRY” PROTOCOL AND “ACKNOWLEDGEMENT STATEMENTS”
Acknowledgement protocols at public meetings can help promote greater appreciation of Aboriginal culture in the wider community, show respect for Aboriginal people living in Council areas, and can lead to better community relationships to assist the reconciliation process.  

An Acknowledgement Statement is a way the wider community can acknowledge the culture and ongoing relationship of traditional peoples to land and sea of an area.  It is a symbolic gesture as part of the ongoing reconciliation process and, over the past 10 years, this protocol has become increasingly the practice at official events.

A “Welcome to Country” involves traditional Aboriginal people (usually traditional Elders within the local area) welcoming people to their land.    It usually happens at the opening of significant Statewide events or conferences involving visitors from interstate or other countries.  

An “Acknowledgement Statement” may also occur when Traditional Elders are not available to provide an official “Welcome to Country”. 

A protocol for incorporating a welcome or acknowledgement into the agenda for an event is as follows.

· After a brief welcome to those participating in the event, introduce yourself, then introduce the Elder, for example 

· “On an occasion like this it is customary to ask a traditional owner to welcome us to country.  I would like to introduce [name].” 

· Thank the traditional Elder and proceed with event.

Some Local Government councils have incorporated protocols into their everyday activities, such as beginning meetings with an Acknowledgement Statement. The following Statement of Acknowledgement has been adopted and is used by the Adelaide City Council at Council meetings and other events. 

“Adelaide City Council acknowledges that we are meeting on the traditional country of the Kaurna people of the Adelaide Plains. We recognise and respect their cultural heritage, beliefs and relationship with the land. We acknowledge that they are of continuing importance to the Kaurna people living today.” 

The following Statement of Acknowledgement has recently been endorsed by Kaurna Elders for use in metropolitan Adelaide
:

"We would like to acknowledge this land that we meet on today is the traditional lands of the Kaurna people and that we respect their spiritual relationship with their country. We also acknowledge the Kaurna people as the custodians of the greater Adelaide region and that their cultural and heritage beliefs are still important to the living Kaurna people today."

The following text is suggested for use/adaptation for events and gatherings that take place outside of the metropolitan area
. 

"We acknowledge and respect the traditional custodians whose ancestral lands we are meeting upon here today. We acknowledge the deep feelings of attachment and relationship of Aboriginal peoples to country. We also pay respects to the cultural authority of Aboriginal peoples visiting/attending from other areas of South Australia/Australia present here."

This advice does not preclude direct naming and acknowledgement of the traditional owners where this is specifically known.

Councils, particularly those with sizeable numbers of Aboriginal peoples, are encouraged to consider application in their own local communities.  

DAYS OF SIGNIFICANCE  
27 May to 3 June every year - National Reconciliation Week
· This is the anniversary of the 27 May 1967 Australian Referendum where over 90% of eligible voters supported changes to the Constitution.  Changes related to Section 51 of the Constitution giving the Commonwealth Parliament the power to make laws for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, and, Section 127 to ensure that Aboriginal people and Torres Strait Islanders would be counted in the Census.

· As well as being a useful information resource, Reconciliation SA provides a focus for Reconciliation Week.  The Reconciliation SA website can be accessed at http://www.reconciliationsa.org.au. 

Reconciliation Week activities are diverse –  cultural performances, dance and music, posters in the front office and libraries, art displays, visits to the National Aboriginal Cultural Institute at Tandanya (telephone 8224 3200), art competitions, visits to the SA Museum’s Aboriginal Australia Cultural Gallery.

· The day before Reconciliation Week is the “Journey of Healing Day”.  The Week ends with Mabo Day. 

26 May – Journey of Healing Day
· The “Journey of Healing” Day marks the anniversary of the 1997 tabling of the Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission report “Bringing Them Home”. 

· A National Committee maintains a web-site with an events calendar at http://www.journeyofhealing.com.

3 June – Mabo Day

· This day marks the anniversary of the 1992 High Court of Australia’s decision in the Mabo case.  The decision recognised the Native Title rights of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.

First Week of July each year – NAIDOC Week

· National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Day Observance Committee (NAIDOC) Week is observed in the first week of July each year.  The aim of NAIDOC celebrations is to give Australia’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples the opportunity to display the richness of culture and heritage to all.  

THE ABORIGINAL FLAG – A SYMBOL OF RECOGNITION 
Flying the Aboriginal Flag, and commemorative days are strong symbols of recognition. They can both help carry forward a public debate as well as become the centre of debate. So it is with the Aboriginal Flag which was proclaimed in 1995 as a “Flag of Australia” under the Flags Act 1953. The origin of the flag is sketched below.

The Aboriginal Flag

The flag is reported as first having been raised in Adelaide’s Victoria Square on National Aborigines Day, July 1971. After it was flown outside the old Parliament House in Canberra in 1972, it was soon recognised nationally by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities. On 14 July 1995 the flag gained official recognition ‘as the flag of the Aboriginal peoples of Australia and a flag of significance to the Australian nation generally’. 

· The black is often said to represent the Aboriginal people

· The red to depict the earth, ochre and the spiritual relationship to the land

· The yellow to represent the sun, the constant giver of life

The City of Adelaide approved its Flags and Banners Policy in 2002 and this policy incorporates arrangements for flying the Aboriginal Flag in its area.  The flag is now permanently flown in Victoria Square, Adelaide.  
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