LOCAL GOVERNMENT/ABORIGINAL SERVICE AGREEMENT

TERMS OF REFERENCE - JOINT WORKING PARTY

A draft approach and underpinning principles prepared for consultation with The Coorong District Council and the Raukkan Community Council were endorsed prior to work commencing, and became the “Terms of Reference” for the development of the Alliance Agreement, as follows.     

1.
The Scope of the Local Services Agreement Pilot Project

The project specifically targets the following aspects of local services: 

· Services for which local government has statutory obligation to provide, and the community services, infrastructure and facilities provided by The Coorong District Council.

· Representation of the interests of the local community to other spheres of Government (public policy). 

· Strategic planning and co-ordination with other spheres of Government, and links with existing services and programs, relevant to the role and function of The Coorong District Council.

· Any other relevant and appropriate issues as agreed during the development of the Local Service Agreement

Any agreement developed does not seek to affect any Land Management negotiations (for example native title or Indigenous Land Use Agreements) or be a vehicle to represent traditional owners in land management matters.

2.
Approach to the Project

The approach to the project will be based on all parties recognising the following: 

· Local Government’s role in general, and in particular the role and obligations of The Coorong District Council in the provision of local government type services. 

· Raukkan Community Councils’ function, operations, expertise and capacity.

· The needs, aspirations and expectations of people living in the Raukkan Community in The Coorong District Council area.

· Relevant cross-cultural issues.

3.
Principles which will underpin the Project    

To strengthen the project’s outcomes, the following guiding principles were proposed:

· The project will adhere to and operate within each Council’s decision-making and operational framework.

· Cross-cultural differences, needs and aspirations will be recognised and respected.  

· Protocols for communication, consultation and decision-making will be identified and observed.

· Outcomes will promote local decision-making by the Raukkan Community Council, and support community empowerment. 

· Any future agreements will be based on a mutual recognition and respect for the varying roles and functions of The Coorong District Council and the Raukkan Community Council.  

4. The Local Service Agreement


Any Local Service Agreement would focus on improving the quality of life of people living in the Raukkan community within The Coorong District Council area by combining the knowledge, skills, experience and resources of the Raukkan Community Council and The Coorong District Council on matters of mutual interest.  An agreement could include any or all of the following:

· Clearly define the role and responsibilities of both parties.

· Introduce specific protocols and principles for ongoing working relationships between the parties.

· Cover service delivery issues in relation to a range of Local Government type services. For example, planning and development, public health, building, infrastructure, fire prevention, public facilities and places, and community services.

