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Introduction

The Local Government Association of South Australia (LGA) schedules two General Meetings each
year for member councils to consider items of strategic importance to local government and the LGA.
Proposing and voting on items of business for a General Meeting is one of the important ways that
member councils participate in the development of policy and strategy on issues and influence the
advocacy agenda for local government in matters affecting councils and their communities.

These guidelines have been prepared to assist the LGA Board of Directors (Board), South Australian
Region Organisation of Councils (SAROC) and Greater Adelaide Region Organisation of Council
(GAROC) to consider the items of business to be placed upon an agenda for an LGA Ordinary or
Annual General Meeting. They also provide guidance to member councils to develop and prioritise
proposals to submit for consideration.

The Considering Proposed Items of Business for LGA General Meetings Guidelines may be reviewed
and amended by the LGA Board of Directors from time to time.

LGA Constitution

Section 16 of the LGA Constitution provides guidance about the matters to be discussed at a General
Meeting, and the process by which items of business may be proposed for inclusion on the agenda.
The requirements of Section 16 are outlined below.

16. Business of General Meetings

16.1 The business of a General Meeting will be to consider items of strategic
importance to local government and the LGA as recommended by SAROC,
GAROC or the Board of Directors and matters which must be determined under
this Constitution at a General Meeting.

16.2 Any Member may propose an item of business for an Annual General Meeting or
an Ordinary General Meeting to SAROC, GAROC or the Board of Directors.

16.3 No business shall be brought before a General Meeting of the LGA unless:

16.3.1 it has been placed on the agenda of an Annual General Meeting
or an Ordinary General Meeting by SAROC, GAROC or the Board
of Directors taking into account the purpose of a General Meeting
set out in clause 16.1; or

16.3.2 the business is as stated in the notice of a Special General
Meeting, given in accordance with clause 10.

In summary, the Constitution provides all member councils with the opportunity to submit a proposed
item of business to the Board, SAROC or GAROC for approval to be placed on the agenda of a
General Meeting. No item of business will be placed upon the agenda for a General Meeting unless it
has been approved by one of the relevant bodies, which must consider whether a matter is of ‘strategic
importance’ to local government and the LGA'.

Relevant bodies

As outlined in the Constitution, a member council may propose an item of business to SAROC, GAROC
or the Board of Directors. This opportunity is also enshrined within the LGA Membership Proposition,
which outlines the rights of members to participate in the development of LGA policy and strategy.
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While the Constitution refers to members being able to refer items directly to the Board, the
Membership Proposition specifically provides for members referring matters relating to policy and
strategy development to either SAROC or GAROC (as relevant).

To provide greater clarity to members about the best pathway for submitting an item of business, the
following guidance is provided.

LGA Board of Directors
Iltems should be referred to the Board if related to:

¢ the LGA Constitution or Ancillary Documents

e a subsidiary of the LGA

e a commercial service provided (or proposed to be provided) by the LGA
e an activity requiring the allocation of significant resources by the LGA

e any LGA operational matter

SAROC or GAROC
Items should be referred to the relevant ROC if related to:

¢ the development of LGA policy and strategy

o LGA advocacy activities

e an amendment or addition to the LGA Policy Manual
e an operational matter related to SAROC or GAROC

The Board, SAROC and GAROC may choose to refer items submitted by member councils to each
other for advice or consideration. Such referrals will be at the discretion of the Board, SAROC and
GAROC.

Guiding principles

The following guiding principles have been developed to provide clarity and consistency to the Board,
SAROC, GAROC and member councils about the relevant matters that will be considered in
determining whether an item of business will be placed on the agenda of a General Meeting.

1. Strategic importance

The matters discussed at General Meetings should be of strategic importance to local
government and the LGA. The policies and activities that are resolved at the LGA General
Meetings are important in guiding the priorities and work plans of the LGA, and it is important
that the association’s resources are focussed on the issues that will be of the greatest benefit to
councils and communities.

In determining whether a matter is of strategic importance to local government and the LGA, the
Board, SAROC and GAROC will consider:

¢ whether the item has relevance to and will benefit a particular group (eg regional or
metro councils) or the sector as a whole;

e alignment with the strategic plans and business plans of the LGA, SAROC and GAROC;

e the level of urgency required to deal with the issue;

¢ relevance to the role of local government and the potential positive and negative

impacts of the issue on councils and communities;
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¢ whether there are other bodies or industry groups that are better placed to address the
issue or undertake the proposed activity; and
e the resources required to execute the policies or activities.

2. Supporting evidence

Good public policy positions need to be supported by solid evidence that the issues are well
understood and that the proposed course of action provides the most efficient and effective
solution. A strong evidence base is critical to successful advocacy, particularly when trying to
change government policy, influence public opinion or attract additional funding.

The Board, SAROC and GAROC will consider whether there is sufficient evidence provided in
support of the policy position or course of action being sought. In some instances, an item may
be referred back to the submitting council with a request for further information.

In many cases the evidence needed to support a position might not be readily available. In
these circumstances it is best for a motion to seek further investigation of an issue and/or further
consultation with councils, rather than seeking endorsement of a specific policy position or
action. The Board, SAROC and GAROC may proposed an alternative course of action, in
consultation with the submitting council.

3. Alignment with LGA policy

The LGA Policy Manual is a compendium of principles and policies that have been developed
and endorsed by a majority vote of member councils at previous General Meetings. There are a
wide range of policies addressing a number of priority issues for the sector.

The policies act as a guide for advocacy and best practice in the sector. In most cases, the
LGA Policy Manual can provide councils with a broad direction on how an issue can be resolved
and whether further development of a policy position is required.

The Board, SAROC and GAROC will consider the LGA Policy Manual in determining whether a
new or amended policy position is required to be endorsed by members to enable the LGA to
take the requested action. If the LGA already has a supportive policy position in relation to the
proposed item, further consideration by members at a General Meeting may not be required.

4. Resourcing

In some cases, the items of business put forward by members require significant resources to
be allocated in order to achieve the desired outcome. Resources may not be available through
the LGA to tackle every issue.

Before determining to place an item on the agenda of a General Meeting; the Board, SAROC
and GAROC will consider:

e whether resources are available within the LGA to achieve the desired outcome;

o other resources that may be available;

e potential impacts on the LGA budget and business plan; and

e the level of input that will be required by councils or other stakeholders to progress the
item.

The Board, SAROC and GAROC may determine not to proceed with (or defer) an item of
business if the resourcing required would detract from the achievement of outcomes of greater
for members.
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Determinations by the Board, SAROC and GAROC

After considering a proposed item of business against these guiding principles and having regard to
any other relevant factors, the Board, SAROC and GAROC may determine to:

e approve an item of business for inclusion on the agenda of a General Meeting;

e approve an amended item of business for inclusion on the agenda of a General Meeting (in
consultation with the submitting councils);

e take no further action;

¢ request additional information from the submitting council;

o refer an item back to the submitting council or regional LGA for action if it relates to a local or
regional issue;

¢ resolve that the matter be dealt with by the LGA, SAROC or GAROC without progressing to a
General Meeting (such as matters requiring urgent attention or actions that can be progressed
immediately due to alignment with existing policies and work plans); or

e defer the item to a future General Meeting

The submitting council will be advised in writing of the determination of their proposed item of business.
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